Curious George
Vol 2

November 2020

Editon 1

Newtown Positivity

In This Edition

By Elizebeth Gibson ‘22

George School

in a pandemic positivty might be dwindling- or not...
Due to recent events in the world regarding the pandemic, a lot of people
have forgotten the positivity that is still
in today’s society. At the moment we
cannot walk to Newtown from school,
but we can always take this time to take
an online Drivers Ed class! In Newtown, many stores have opened such
as the Amish market and of course,
Rita’s and Starbucks. Which can always be ordered through DoorDash!
However, more good news comes with
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Lunch Break: how GS is
handling day-student’s
dietary needs

October, the spooky month. Shady
Brook Farms “Fall Fest’’, though in
Yardley, is Wednesday & Thursday
from 9 AM to 5 PM and then Friday
through Sunday from 9 AM to 10 PM.
There some activities you can do
are corn and hay mazes, wagon
rides, live music, picking pumpkins, bonfires, and of course Ghouls
for scaring the general public.
And of course, Newtown’s own
Sleepy Hollow, where you can go
into the Hollow or the Field. In the
Hallow you go through abandoned
gardens and into the catacombs
and crypts beneath the manor, and
of course a cemetery and woods.
Then in the Field instead of an abandoned garden, you travel through
the ruins of an 1800’s cursed haunted village and a farm. There are
many attractions to have fun, and
fear, with this October with health
and safety measures in place, so instead of focusing on the bad around
you, look forward to some of these!
More locally our own David Nolan,

Arshi Nagra ‘22

Courtesy of Dave Nolan

volleyball coach and music teacher, has recently become a father to
Theodore Nolan, who you might
have seen on Community News.
The news of his arrival was told
by Mo West on the 21st of August,
making his birthday August 20th.
In the athletics department, La’Keisha
Sutton is joining the Varsity coach for
Basketball. Sutton played on teams for
Taiwan, Finland, Ecuador, Germany,
and Bulgaria before joining the infamous Harlem Globetrotters in 2018,
a team she is still on now. Sutton is
also an author and even owns her
own gym, her presence at our school
is another positive thing to remember.
Continued on page 5

Isolation Blues?

Brace for Impact

COVID-19 Update

with COVID cases rising, mental
health might be falling

Why the GOP will confirm
RGB’s replacement

With cases growing a continued
search for a vaccine is increasing

By Vicky Astom ‘21

By David Xi ‘21

By Melanie Shao ‘24

“COVID didn’t affect me.”

As if 2020 isn’t hectic and divisive
enough, the tragic passing of Supreme
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg on
September 18th further complicated
this already chaotic election cycle.

The coronavirus outbreak has been
wreaking disaster for almost 10 months
since it first appeared in Wuhan, China, and it brings a catastrophic impact
to human society. The economy decreases along with the industry’s bankruptcy and causes a further wide-scale
deployment. Approximately 32 million
people are confirmed for catching
COVID-19 and more than 982 thousand people have died until September 25th. Experts from worldwide are
speeding to develop antiviral drugs
or vaccines that are effective against
COVID-19. (The New York Times)

Now that’s the understatement of the
year.
Every single one of us was impacted
in varying ways. Interactions with
friends and teachers were taken away,
everything that was deemed “normal”
was essentially stripped from our lives.
The stigma of shying away from
conversations
about
mental
health has been around for years.
It’s portrayal as being taboo
has
lessened
the
action
of
talking about our mental health.
Highlighting the importance of taking
care of yourself is more prevalent
than ever, especially during these
times of the current pandemic
that we’re all trying to defeat.
Throughout these months of selfisolation, it’s not plausible to say that
we’re all sane. Oxford University defines
mental health as “a person’s condition
with regard to their psychological
and emotional well-being” (Oxford)
I personally think it’s so much more
than that.

Conitnued on page 2

As the nation gathers to mourn
the life and legacy of RBG’s heroic
fight for civil rights and freedom,
the
controversy
surrounding
how and when her replacement
should be nominated took the
center stage of media attention.
Despite their blatant hypocrisies
for opposing President Obama’s
nomination of Merrick Garland to the
Supreme Court in 2016, the Senate
Republicans have announced that
they will fast track the confirmation of
President Trump’s Justice nomination
less than two months until the election.
Do the Democrats have what it takes
to block the Republicans’ attempt to
further radicalize the Supreme Court
for decades to come. Here are some of
the key aspects of this battle to consider:
Who is Amy Coney Barrett, Trump’s
Supreme Court Nominee?

Continued on page 3

Up to the present, one of the approved
vaccines is called the Sputnik V, which
is developed by the Gamaleya Research Institute in Moscow. According
to the RAPS, the Ministry of Health
of the Russian Federation approved
it on August 11th. Sputnik V has started mass production in September.
Now, more than 60,000 volunteers
have signed up for Sputnik V vaccination, and over 3,000 people get
vaccinated. (Craven)Once Sputnik
V is approved, professionals raise
doubts and concerns about the
lack of transparency of this vaccine.

Conitnued on page 5
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provided, have found themself eating
a side salad or bag of chips for lunch.

how George School is handling Day-students’ dietary needs
By Arshi Nagra ‘22
In the wake of the COVID pandemic,
day students have been able to attend
their virtual classes in designated locations on-campus in the FAC or library.

erences often found themselves without food to eat, even having to bring
lunch from home as the GS-provided
lunch did not fit their dietary needs.

As various regulations implemented to keep students safe affect the
nature of the food served, individually-packed sandwiches and salads
have been the primary lunch options
provided for day students. Although
day students are able to go home at
the end of the day, unlike borders, it
is still crucial that they receive proper nourishment to allow for optimal
learning and sports performance.
However, students with different
tastes, dietary restrictions, and pref-

Jillian Nord ‘22 speaks of her experience maintaining her vegan diet
on-campus saying:
“A lot of days it’s a struggle and I don’t
look forward to eating,” explaining “It’s
been very difficult because a lot of days
I only have a side salad as an option,
so I have to bring my own food to eat.”
This experience embodies those of
many students who, upon being unable to eat the main sandwich or salad

Zoel Boublil ‘21, a Day Student Prefect, describes the issue as a whole,
explaining:
“It’s small things really, ranging from there’s not enough dessert, it’s the same food every day,
there’s no hot food, to there’s not
enough food, people can’t eat.
And that’s the biggest thing. The fact
that they’re not accommodating for
people with dietary restrictions, for
people who are vegetarian, or for people who just get there 20 minutes late.”
This is the general consensus of day
students who come in for lunch:
meeting students’ dietary needs is
a priority that must be addressed.
Changes in the day students’ lunches
have been implemented beginning on
Monday, October 12, namely the addition of lunch options of peanut butter
and jelly sandwiches and cereal. This
change, suggested by the Day Student
Prefects, was an attempt to address
the onslaught of complaints regarding the food options for day students.
Ben Kessler ‘21, a Day Student Prefect, discusses what an easy, simple fix
these additions were to make lunch
available to all students, saying:
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“We noticed that a lot of the
time people were running out of
things and that was one of the biggest things that we stressed… we

Courtesy of Charles Gorby ‘23

thought of easy universal things.”
Day Student Prefect Aqua Withers
Carello ‘21 highlighted the inconsistency in the lunch options that the
prefects sought to address, noting:
“A lot of complaints that we’ve heard
from the prefects is that there’s
not enough options for everyone
consistently, like there were veggie sandwiches one day, but they
wouldn’t have them another day.”
These changes, which require a minimal amount of extra effort on George
School’s behalf, open up the provided
lunches to a wider group of students
who would otherwise bring their own
food from home, come into school after
lunch, or eat just a bag of chips or banana for lunch. Furthermore, they help
George School move closer to accommodating busy students’ dietary needs,
sustaining them throughout the day.
While the changes may not be perfect, they are the first step in accommodating students’ dietary needs.

Isolation Blues?

with COVID cases rising, mental health might be falling
By Vicky Astom ‘21
Continued from page 1
It impacts the way we think, the
way we talk, the way we interact
in social situations. Moreover, it
determines how we handle stress.
With George School naturally being
an academically demanding and
intellectually stimulating thought
provoking, enriching environment to
be in, our workload is bound to be
equally demanding. Therefore, taking
care of ourselves is a big must-do!
These tips I’m sharing with you are in
no order of importance, but they are
essential to tending to our wellbeing.
1. Do what you love: Keeping yourself sane starts with doing things that make you happy!
Binge-watch your favorite series on
Netflix, listen to music for hours,
shoot some hoops, pick up on a new
hobby! Putting a smile on your face is
highly necessary to brighten your day!
2. Hit the gym!: Countless studies
have proven that regular exercise can
release “feel-good” endorphins that
improve your sense of happiness. A
short hour-long run could help to
ease your mind off of stressorsworries so that you can get away from
negative thoughts. At the same time,
exercise makes you feel confident!
3. Tread carefully with Social Media : Isolation from our pals and
buddies drives us to overthink constantly. No doubt that you’ll turn
to means of social media platforms

to communicate with your friends.
The last thing you want to do is expose yourself to false information
that could cause unnecessary stress.
4.Talk to someone: As cliché as
this sounds, talking helps. Everyone reacts to situations differently
and it’s so important to talk about
them rather than keeping them in.
I speak from personal experience
when I say that talking about my
mental health has helped me beyond
ways that I could ever have imagined.
Talk to a friend, a parent, a counsellor, anyone you can trust and can confide in without having to worry about
whether or not they’re judging you.
5. Do NOT watch the news too much:
I repeat DO NOT have a COVID
live feed open on your laptop 24/7.
Yes, it’s important to notify yourself
of everything that’s going on in the
world but it’s definitely not healthy
to binge watch news about COVID.

These tips speak on the importance
of taking care of your physical and
mental wellbeing. At the same time,
it’s crucial to balance work and play.
Everyone
has
highly
demanding courses and the notion of
procrastinating is a big threat to
completing
your
assignments!
Picture this: It’s 4am and you’re frantically typing a 2,000 word essay that was
assigned to you a month ago, but you’ve
just started to do it the night before.

Watching the news can cause even
more anxiety. Instead, you should
definitely watch Harry Potter. 10/10!

Does this sound like you? Don’t worry, I’ve been there before. Actually,
that’s still me (sometimes). I’ve reduced how often I find myself scenario, however, by following a set
of guidelines that have helped
me complete my work ON TIME.

6. Meditate: Other than doing physical exercise, meditation is another
way of connecting with your soul.
Just doing 10 minutes a day can improve your focus, self-balance, and
boosts creativity. Meditation relaxes both the body and the mind and
doesn’t take much effort to do. I strongly recommend the app Headspace!

Firstly, I would BREAK IT INTO
CHUNKS. Take for example: You
have a term paper due for Psychology. Spend 15 minutes planning
your outline. Chunk out an hour
a day to slowly write your paper.
Secondly, GET ORGANIZED! Get
a planner (they’re so cute and inexpensive too) Have a pin board
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to display all of your important assignments and deadlines
Set reminders to work on your project
Last but probably the most important, MINIMIZE DISTRACTIONS!
I know, I know I sound like your
mom. But eliminating the notifications pinging off every second has
helped me drastically. After finishing your project,you can go back
to stalking your favorite TikTokers.
These are some of the apps I recommend (my friends use them too!):
Freedom,
Self
Control,
Forest (every time you get off the
app a tree in your “forest” dies.
I want to reiterate the fact that taking
care of yourself is once again one of
the most key pieces to leading a somewhat organised life during the COVID
pandemic while we wait for a vaccine.
Everyone wants to return to their
normal lives, but in the meantime we
have to make do with what we have.
Times like these show us that it’s
truly the little things that count.

Local News
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Brace for Impact

why the GOP will succeed in radicalising the judiciary for
judiciary for decades to come
By David Xi ‘21
Continued from page 1
Amy Coney Barrett is a circuit
judge on the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Seventh Circuit.
She is the perfect candidate for the
religious right: a catholic conservative,
she vehemently opposes abortion
rights, gay rights, union rights, the
ACA, and is an ardent supporter
of the second amendment and
Trump’s
immigration
policies.
Only 48 years old, Barrett is highly
regarded in the conservative circle and
seems to have won over the support of
almost every part of the GOP coalition.
Both ideologically and personally
appealing to the religious right,
she clearly excites the Republican
base and is no doubt Trump’s top
choice for the Supreme Court.

The current battle for the Supreme
Court, however, is more ideological
than it is personal. It is unimaginable
that Romney, a staunch right-winger,
will vote against a pro-life religious
conservative whose confirmation
will further solidify the court’s
conservative majority. It is therefore
naïve to mistake his personal
vendetta for actual ideological
disagreements
with
the
GOP.
Republican Senators
reelection races

in

competitive

But, some may say, there are plenty of
Republican Senators in competitive
reelection races for whom it is
strategically beneficial to vote against
the confirmation. Such an assumption
may be true in blue states where a

Courtesy of US Supreme Court

opportunity for them to consolidate
their base and win back the support
of moderate Republicans who might
have second thoughts on supporting
a Democrat if it means losing a
valuable Supreme Court seat to the
liberals. Therefore, just because a

Which GOP Senator(s) will defect?

This argument,however,fundamentally
misunderstands why Romney voted to
indict Trump: to Romney, that vote was
personal. It is no secret that Romney
and Trump don’t see eye-to-eye, in that
case, his defection is not surprising.

Democrats’

Resistance

What, then, is
sistance strategy
defeat
the

Strategy

Democrats’ reif they can’t
confirmation?

Other than using the parliamentary
procedure to delay the process (which
may or may not buy them enough time
to last until the election), the only other option is abolishing the filibuster
and expanding the Supreme Court.

Does Mitch McConnell have the
votes to confirm a new Justice?
To defeat Trump’s nominee, at least
four Republicans have to defect and
vote against the President (provided
that there is no defection on the
Democratic side). However, it seems
that only two Senators, Susan Collins
of Maine and Lisa Murkowski of
Alaska, plan on joining the Democrats,
meaning that the Democrats are
still two votes short. Other potential
swing votes such as Cory Gardner of
Colorado and Mitt Romney of Utah
have all publicly announced that
they will vote for Trump’s nominee.
Surprisingly, there are many people
who expected Mitt Romney to vote
against the confirmation. Since
Romney had the courage to vote
for indicting Trump during the
impeachment, they argue, he is more
likely to defect than other Republicans.

to break the rank than it is for him
to stay in line and get a lucrative
lobbyist job (or even go on to serve
in Trump’s administration) if he loses.

Courtesy of CNN

Republican needs to attract cross-over
Democratic support to win, but for the
incumbents in red states whose victory
depends on preventing the crossover Republican support for their
opponents, voting for Trump’s nominee
might actually help them politically.
For Senators such as McSally (RAZ), Tillis (R-NC), and Perdue (RGA), the Supreme Court is a golden

Courtesy of US Anna Tinsley

Senator is in a competitive race,
doesn’t mean that voting against
the confirmation will necessarily
benefit them—it all depends on
the demographics and ideological
preferences of the voters in that state.
But what about Cory Gardner? A
Republican in Colorado, doesn’t he
have something to gain from defecting
to the Democrats’ side? Well, the
electoral benefit is not the only thing to
consider in situations like this. For all
Gardner is concerned, his reelection
chances are low regardless of how he
votes on the Supreme Court—he is
extremely unpopular in his state and
is being challenged by a well-funded
and well-liked former governor. The
calculus for Gardner is thus more
complicated than simply helping
his campaign: if he votes against
Trump’s nominee and loses anyway,
then not only will it be the end of his
senatorial career, it will completely
doom any prospect he has within the
Republican Party. The most common
job for a former lawmaker is lobbyists,
and being a lobbyist requires one to
maintain healthy relationships with
their previous colleagues. If Gardner
defects, he will have no future in
Washington—no Republican will
ever work with him again, let alone
helping him reenter politics. All things
considered, it is riskier for Gardner

Minority leader Chuck Schumer
said that if the Republicans confirm
Trump’s nominee, the Democrats will
retaliate come next January (assuming
that they take back the Senate and the
Presidency) by packing the court—a
practice FDR used to protect his New
Deal legacy—and eliminating the filibuster to deny Republicans any say in
the legislative process. This is indeed a
radical approach: not only is it against
the institutional norm of the U.S. government, it also harbors great political
risks since the Republicans can easily
do the same thing when they retake
control of the government, thereby
creating a vicious cycle of retaliation at
the expense of American democracy.
Given Schumer and the rest of the
Democratic
leadership’s
moderate record, it is unlikely that they
will actually go through which this
plan—and the Republicans know
this, which is why they appear unworried about Schumer’s threats.
Since it is highly unlikely that enough
Republican Senators will defect and
that there is little the Democrats can
do to defeat the confirmation, people should realistically expect to have
another conservative Justice and a
6-3 conservative majority on the Supreme Court by the end of the year.
This is a devastating blow to the
progressives, but there’s simply no
realistic and implementable resistance plan to counter the GOP’s
attempt to radicalize the judiciary.
This is not to say that the Democrats
should just give up and let the Republicans have their way—they should
still exercise whatever power or influence they have to put up a real fight.
But such is the poignant reality, and
Democrats must be mentally prepared
for this potential loss, which is becoming increasingly like as the days go by.

Local News
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Local Elections

how does the local commnuity feel about impending elections
By Silas Kennedy ‘22
Many of us think of the quadrennial
Federal elections, where the President
and a vast swath of the political offices nationwide are elected. Excitingly,
this happens to be one of those years!
While voting for the president is usually the main event of the elections,
the more local, down ballot candidates
are also very important as well, as they
will affect you on the county, state, and
federal level.Here’s a rundown of some
of our area’s most important elections!
Pennsylvania’s 1st Congressional District:
Being one of the biggest swing dis-

tricts in the state, if not the country,
this congressional district consists of
Bucks County and a sliver of Montgomery County. This is usually very
hotly contested, with neither candidate typically receiving a substantial
lead in polls or in the election itself.
Republican congressman Brian Fitzpatrick will be facing off against Democrat Christina Finello. Congressman
Fitzpatrick is viewed as a moderate,
bipartisan Republican who supports
LGBTQ+ rights, labor unions, and
gun control. Ms. Finello has a very
healthcare-oriented campaign, although she unfortunately is not as
publicized by the Democratic Party
as Scott Wallace was two years ago.
New
Jersey’s
District:

3rd

Congressional

Flipping from Republican to Democrat, this district, located in Burlington and Ocean Counties, is
one of the few Democrat-held districts that lean towards Republicans
on the Political Value Index (PVI).

Courtesy of LevittownNow

The Democratic incumbent is Congressman Andy Kim, who narrowly
unseated Republican Congressman
Tom MacArthur to become the second Korean-American in Congress.
Congressman Kim’s opponent is Republican businessman David Richter.

Newtown Positivity

in a pandemic positivty might be dwindling- or not...
By Elizebeth Gibson ‘22
Conitnued from page 1
More locally our own David Nolan,
volleyball coach and music teacher, has recently become a father to
Theodore Nolan, who you might
have seen on Community News.
The news of his arrival was told
by Mo West on the 21st of August,
making his birthday August 20th.
In
the
athletics
department,
La’Keisha Sutton is joining the
Varsity
coach
for
Basketball.
Sutton played on teams for Taiwan,

Finland, Ecuador, Germany, and Bulgaria before joining the infamous
Harlem Globetrotters in 2018, a team
she is still on now. Sutton is also an
author and even owns her own gym,
her presence at our school is another positive thing to remember.
On a more art-related topic, the student film by David Xi ‘21 and Eric
Guo ‘21, got third place in the respected Robert F. Kennedy Speak
Truth to Power Video Contest for
their film Seeger’s See of Truth.
In the film, David and Eric focus on

Congressman Kim’s platform is focused on foreign relations and healthcare, while Mr. Richter wants to help
rebuild the economy and cut taxes.
New Jersey’s 4th Congressional District:
Being the only district with an elected Republican congressman (besides Jeff Van Drew who switched
parties in 2019), this district, like the
12th, is not expected to flip seats.
The Republican 39-year incumbent is Congressman Chris Smith,
while the Democratic candidate
is Stephanie Schmid. Congressman Smith’s campaign highlights
his accomplishments for veterans,
preventing child abductions, and
counterterrorism. Ms. Schmid, on
the other hand, focuses on healthcare, diplomacy, and human rights.
New Jersey’s 12th Congressional District:
This typically Democratic district encompasses parts of Mercer, Middlesex,
Union, and Somerset counties. The
incumbent congresswoman is Bonnie Watson Coleman, and her challenger is Republican Mark Razzoli.
Congresswoman Watson Coleman’s
campaign is heavily focused on education and the environment. On the other hand, Mr. Razzoli has a staunchly
pro-police platform, and he switched
from Democrat to Republican stating
that “the Democratic party of JFK has
been hijacked by radical ideology.”
Pennsylvania’s 29th House of
Representatives District:

November 2020

Northwest of the 31st district, the
election for the 29th district is between
incumbent
Republican
representative Meghan Schroeder and Democrat Marlene Katz.
Representative Schroeder’s platform is
focused on education and reduced taxes, while Ms. Katz’s platform is focused
on healthcare and small businesses.
Pennsylvania’s 31st House of
Representatives District:
This election in easternvBucks County is between incumbent Democrat
representative Perry Warren and
Republican Charles Adcock. Representative Warren focuses on environmental issues, and according
to Mr. Adcock’s Facebook page, he
is anti-Coronavirus restrictions and
seems to care deeply about religion.
Pennsylvania’s 142nd House of
Representatives District:
Just south of George School, the 142nd
district election is pitted between incumbent Republican representative
Frank Farry and Democrat Lauren
Lareau. Representative Farry’s campaign focuses on reducing taxes and
education, while Ms. Lareau’s focuses
on energy, healthcare, and education.
If you are of age, one of your most
important civic duties is to vote!
Whether you are a registered Republican, Democrat, Liberatarian, Green,
Constitutionalist, or something else,
your voice needs to be heard, for
a fair, just, and equal democracy.

the resident of our school’s neighbor, Pennswood Village, Daniel Seeger. The film talks about the fight
between Daniel Seeger and the fight
he had for his right to conscientious objection. The outcome of the
legal battle was decided in 1965 by
the United States Supreme Court.
Now on a more academic level, the
AP and IB scores recently were released leading to the positive effect
of maintaining George School’s completion rate of 95 percent, as it has
been for the past ten years, while
the world’s average is at only 85%.
A total of three hundred and thirty George School students sat for
five hundred and twenty-one tests in
twenty-three subject areas. Fifty-two
George School seniors got their IB
diploma, meaning they were able

Courtesy of Daniel Seeger

to get what they had been working
for throughout their time at George
School, now that’s some positive news.

Do you want to write for Curious George?
Wether you want to write a feature on a new community member or an opinion piece on global events, email one of our editors and they’ll get you started!

George School Section
Arshi Nagra: nagraa22@georgeschool.org
Aniya Smith: smitha22@georgeschool.org
Local Section
Aniketh Phalcomepely:
phalcomepelya@georgeschool.org

International Section
Teresa Liang: liangy22@georgeschool.org
Arts Section
Sophia Friedman: friedmans@georgeschool.org
Opinions
David Xi: xish@georgeschool.org
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Lebanon Explosion
an explosion with a seismic wave of 3.3 strikes Lebanon’s capital
By Safi Baadarani-Feeney ‘22
On August 4th a devastating explosion leveled the port of Beirut. The
explosion was recorded, having a 3.3
seismic wave equivalent to an earthquake, and the shock blast could
be heard from Cyprus. The cause
of this explosion was due to 2,750
tonnes of ammonium nitrate left unsecured in a warehouse for over six
years from a Russian cargo vessel.
As a result, the Lebanese government has resigned. Many believe that
this was a purposeful attack by Israel
against Hezbollah a Shia Islamist political party and militant group. This
theory was later rejected by U.S.explosives analyst, Dr. Rachael Lance

reported that it was not military-grade
ammonium nitrate. Regardless, this
happened because of the government
being dysfunctional and neglecting
the people and country for years.
At least 200 people have died, 7000
people injured, and 200,000 people
have lost their homes.The explosion took place at 6 in the evening
as people had just left their offices.
There was the first explosion, which
people perceived and began taking
leave of the area with confusion and
great alarm. It was at this point that
many began recording the smoke.
What followed was a catastrophe.
A second explosion erupted into a
mushroom in the sky, enveloping and
swallowing everything in its path. It
was a force that shattered windows as
far as four kilometers away. Security
footage from private residences has
been released showing people looking out of their windows after the
first blast, trying to understand what
was happening, and within minutes
blown clearly out of the camera view.

Courtesy of Anwar Amro

The reconstruction was initiated
by non government organizations
(NGOs) and citizens. The government
has done nothing in these efforts. Rescue teams from all over the world have
been recruited by NGOs. On Septem-

ber 4th, at 6:08 am people across Lebanon took part in a moment of silence
for the one month anniversary. The
government resigned, although it’s not
promising as there have been many
caretaker governments in Lebanon.
All of this comes within a context
of Covid as well as a revolution of
the people which began October
of 2019. There is an economic crisis
with insurmountable inflation and
citizen’s money seized by the banks.
Both of these events have added suffering and difficulty to the people of Lebanon who have been facing an economic crisis caused by years of corruption.
The economic situation has pushed
many people into poverty and has
caused many people to manifest an-

Courtesy of Hassan Ammar

ti-government sentiments. It has
been difficult for Lebanon to take
any official action due to the government system. There are 128 seats
in Parliament divided among Muslims and Christians who must all
agree for any decisions to be made.
Lebanon’s future is uncertain for
now following the decades of instability. The people are tired
and have suffered because of the
government’s lack of initiative.
At the moment, French President,
Emmanuel Macron has taken initiative to help the people of Lebanon
rebuild and has offered aid. His offer was vetoed by the Lebanese government giving into further confusion by the government’s decisions.

COVID-19 Update
with cases growing a continued search for a vaccine is ramping up
By Melanie Shao ‘24
Conitnued from page 1
Although Russia’s officials released
successful testing results, the vaccine
is still dubious and untrustful because
it hasn’t completed the stage 3 trials.
“Phase III trials present challenges
for vaccine-makers around the world,
such as the need to recruit enough
participants and qualified health
staff”, says David Cyranoski, who is a
journalist who writes for Nature from
Shanghai China. (Cyranoski) China
has produced its CanSino vaccine in
Beijing. It passed the phase I trials
by giving doses to 108 adults in China with a relatively successful result.

The phase II trials went through
in Wuhan, China, and a majority
of the 508 volunteers who injected
the vaccine showed an immune response to the virus. (Kim and Liu)
However, since China has a very low
infection rate, CanSino has to run
its phase III trials around the globe.
In mid-August, Russia has approved
to work with CanSino running its
Phase III trials. The vaccine is now
opened to Chinese military use despite no phase III trials in China.
In addition, there are still a lot of vac-

cine candidates from different countries. Such as the Moderna from the
United States, Murdoch children’s
from Australia, and AstraZeneca
from the United Kingdom. (Craven)
There are a lot of challenges the
world will face after vaccines start
mass production. First, poorer countries might not be able to afford the
vaccine. Moreover, the vaccine might
need updates frequently to adjust
to any virus variation. And most importantly, different regions might
have different levels of exposure to
the virus, which might cause difficulties for clinical companies to test
the degree of the immune response.
To overcome this global health issue, there are still barriers waiting
for the whole human society to deal
with. I hope we can get through this
difficult period as soon as possible.

Courtesy of EPA
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Two Dogs

Two international students learning in a pandemic
By Rose Xu ‘22
Jiayi, a freshman undergraduate at
Stanford University, now lives in
a graduate dorm with her Canadian roommate doing online classes.
To ensure the policy of social distancing, the university moves some of
the undergraduate students into the
graduate dorms with a private bedroom and bathroom for each person,
and a common kitchen and livingroom shared by the two roommates.
“It was quite luxurious”, said Jiayi, with
a chuckle for her luck in her voice. “Is
it like a family suite in a hotel usually?”, I asked, “Yes, yes. It is like that.
Although
some
people
think
it is still hard to socialize, I
am
enjoying
my
life
here.”
Except for the two to three and
a half hours of online classes every day and the four to six hours of
works, Jiayi seems to have adjusted
to her new life at Stanford University.

some weird questions. Every time
I was woken up by their noise, no
doubt.” Although the school does the
NAT (nucleic acid test) twice a week,
people still sometimes party during
the weekend in the common room.
“But I think I will be okay if I just
keep away from them”, she seems in
general very enjoying her college life.
For Jiayi, Stanford University is currently exclusively online, and the
campus is only open for the students who have some major difficulties finding a place to stay or
having internet issues at home.
When I asked her about the management of the pandemic of the school,
she said that there are no obvious restrictions for the students, and people
can go off campus whenever they like.
But the luck is that for a university with a huge campus equals to

started, they flew back home.
When I asked them did they have
any concerns about staying in the
US at that time, they both seem

College life makes her force herself to start to make a to-do list and
schedule. But besides her study, she
learns German and Japanese every
day to get familiar with the languages.

As a Theater & History prospective major student, it was such a
stroke of luck that the campus opens
up. “Although acting on a lawn is
a bit weird, you know,” Raven told
me this is a “can’t help it” tone.

Most interestingly, both of them
take a Computer Science (CS)
course to fulfill the graduation requirement at first and then fall in
love with the course shortly after.

When I asked her about how is the
pandemic over there, she said although the school’s rules are strict,
still, there are five cases right now.

And people just love to have those
‘forum’ right outside of your door in
the middle of the night discussing

new skill which is playing electric
jazz guitar for about one hour every day. “Although I did not feel like
my life in high school was busy at
all, college life is better and cooler.”
For Jiayi, besides her 2-3 hours of
classes every day and 4-6 hours of
work, she said her life is very casual and full of uncertainties.

Raven, a freshman undergraduate at
Williams College, now lives in a single room on campus. Quite differently, Williams College opens up the
campus so that anyone can return.

“You
know
the
worse
thing
about college is, almost every
day in the hallway you can run
into a person who is a bit drunk.

Courtesy of NCAA

As a future comparative literature
major student, Jiayi first took this CS
class hoping to breeze through the
work and not be hardworking. But, she
told me that the CS class is very fun!
the size of 90 Disney Land,
ply staying in the dorm is very
For
many
international
dents, when the pandemic

simsafe.
stujust

Courtesy of NCAA

regretless

about

their

choices.

Jiayi said her concern about flying
back home was that she will not able
to go back so that she has to wake up in
the middle of the night to attend classes and be upside down with her time.
For Raven, when I asked her about
this, she said that she cannot bear
the idea of staying at home and
stare at her parents for that long:
“If I go back to China and simply stay
at home every day, I will lose my mind”.
Raven thinks distance will create a
better relationship with her parents.
Classes are certainly a big part of
life for freshmen students in college.
Raven’s classes are mostly in person
and there is only one online class. Besides one to two hours of classes every
day and four hours of works she has
to finish; she feels like her life has a
lot more free time than in high school.

Courtesy of NCAA

“I just do my homework every day,
and I find that writing homework is
so delightful, and I feel like I find the
‘truth of life’ in writing homework.”
Every day, Raven spends her free
time reading books and running
on the campus, and also, she gets a

The two professors teaching the
course one is like a standup comedian always trying to make jokes and
the other one is always full of energy.
Especially the latter one, he graduated in 2010 but already taught
at Stanford for 12 years because,
since his senior year in high school,
he was already the assistant in
the CS department at Stanford.
“His facial expression is very funny,
and we often make screenshots of his
face as memes to send in the friends’
group,” Jiayi told me this with a laugh.
Raven also took the CS course
to
fulfill
the
requirement.
But now she told me, “I love writing code and hearing my professor
from
the
physics
department
talking
‘nonsense’!”
“Who knows, maybe I will double
CS as my minor in the future so I
will seem bright on my profile in
the job market”, Raven said jokingly.
After the official interview, I excitingly asked Raven does she know
that Jiayi, her best friend in high
school, also falls in love with CS. Raven said, “in high school, we already
made a deal that ‘who takes CS who
is a dog’, but now we are two dogs.”
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Your Life is Better
as a Musical
Mental health during COVID
By Forest Ho-Chen ‘22
One of the first things that I did at
George School after meeting all the
technology requirements was to listen to a song about how the human
brain works. It is very unlikely that
this song was made by the speakers
in the video. The songmaker autotuned the speeches and combined
them to make the song. Other youtube channels have done similar
things, such as using the words of one
song to fit the tune of another song.
Similarly, the youtube channel
Schmoyoho, run by the Gregory
Brothers, has been repurposing media
into music, a process they call “Songify.” They have songified many different things, including Star Wars,
encouraging interviews, and Kanye
West talking about Wreck-It Ralph.
However, Schmoyoho’s largest project is Songify the News. In this series, the Gregory Brothers take
news clips and turn them into song
form. Many of these songs have included the two main candidates
for the 2020 presidential election.
In fact, Joe Biden has been named
the “Best Unintentional Singer” three
times, which is the most times out
of anyone that Schmoyoho has songified: in “Muffins in Congress” by
talking about how “if you harm America, we will follow you to the end of
the Earth and [redacted] you up,” in
“Flying Robots” for his segment “Buy
a Shotgun,” and in “Naked Men.”
Donald Trump has been named the
“Best Unintentional Singer” twice:
in “Trump Vs. Macron” for singing
about how he will leave the Paris Climate Agreement (tied with Emmanuel
Macron and Bernie Sanders) and in
“Wind Cancer, Dumps, and Babies”
for arguing that windmills can cause
cancer (and then immediately getting
countered). Donald Trump has also
gotten the “Trememdousest Bars”
award for his rapping skills in “Trump
vs. Comey” for rapping about a letter.
One concern about changing the news
into a song form is that the informa-

tion might be inaccurate. In the 2020
race for the presidency, information
should be as accurate as possible to
reduce the chance of misleading people. However, most changes made
during the Songify process are minor,
and the major changes are usually
obvious and involve events that the
audience would know would be abnormal for the situation, such as a
singer dancing on stage during a debate, partying, or having an actor.
Looking at one of the more recent songs,
which was about how President Donald Trump has the ability to remember
five words for 25 minutes, we can see
that there are some minor changes.
In both versions, Trump mentions
that a leader has to be sharp. In the
original version, he mentions the detail that the order of the words can
matter for the test. Possibly the biggest change is that in the songified
version, Trump says that remembering five words is “not an easy
question, not for me,” (Schmoyoho,
2020), but in the original version, he
says, “It’s actually not that easy, but
for me it was easy,” (Trump, 2020).
This is a very important detail that
changes the message from “Trump’s
memory is good” in the original version to “Trump can perform difficult tasks” in the songified version.
As the 2020 election happens right now,
Schmoyoho will make song versions of
the presidential and vice-presidential
debates. Less than 24 hours after the
first presidential debate, Schmoyoho
released their songified version.
This video got 25 thousand views
within the first 33 minutes, and it
later became number 5 on trending.
Notably missing from the song version are some of the most memorable lines from the debate: “Will you
shut up, man?” (Biden, 2020), “Don’t
ever use the word smart with me”
(Trump, 2020), and “It’s hard to get
any word in with this clown” (Biden,
2020). However, it would be extremely
difficult for Schmoyoho to include
these lines because there were mul-

Courtesy of The Gregory Brothers

tiple voices speaking at the same
time. The Gregory Brothers posted
the behind the scenes video for this
song, and in the video, Evan Gregory talks about how even though the
two candidates are great for Songify,
they spoke over each other so often
that salvaging usable material from
the debate was more difficult than
one might expect; songified versions
can only include parts of the debate
where only one candidate is talking.
This debate did not include much
of that, to say the least. In fact,
Weird Al allegedly texted the Gregory Brothers and said, “Holy Cow,
what a trainwreck. Good luck guys!”
The songified version of the debate
discussed COVID-19, the economy,
and the supreme court, followed by
a “freestyle” section, where the topic
was allowed to be anything. These
topics align with those of the actual
debate. At the end of all the songified debate videos, the brothers say
that “Whoever sings best gets four
years to run the show.” Some youtubers have supported Songify or
have collaborated with Schmoyoho.
For example, RoomieOfficial actually likes the songified version of
the debate more than the original.
The George School Community has
a wide range of opinions regarding
this topic. Approximately 75% of people surveyed said that they enjoyed
the debate song, and more than 80%
of people surveyed believed that the
song was an accurate representation
of the debate. Since Schmoyoho says
that the better singer will likely win, I
also asked about who the better singer
was. The George School Community
is pretty evenly split on who the better
singer is. However, the average margin
of victory for Biden was much higher
than the average margin for Trump. An
anonymous student said that Trump
was the better singer in the debate, but
the arguments were about the same.
They said, “I shall say that this actually covers all the topics.” Ellen
Zhang ‘21 said, “I’m not very [informed] on politics but it felt like a
good way to spread news cause it
seemed a ton of [people] watched it.”
On the topic of memorable quotes
being excluded, Angel Gomez ‘22
said, “I don’t care that those quotes
weren’t included, in fact I’m glad that
they weren’t. Trendy quotes from
U.S. political debates usually become
low-hanging fruit for content creators
to use in their political content, so
I’m glad they maintained their integrity and didn’t try to capitalize on
the lines’ popularity.” Other students
said that it didn’t really matter if the
quotes were left in or not. However,
some students did feel that the song
would have been better with the

Courtesy of YouTube

quotes. For example, Sam Gorby ‘23
said, “I think it would’ve been more
impactful if it had included those
quotes. And funnier, obviously.”
Most students surveyed said that
they enjoyed the debate song. For
example, Dean Mullin ‘23 said,
“The creators really did a wonderful job capturing the major points
of the debate from both candidates.
Weird Al, who was phenomenal as
always, did a good job asking the
appropriate questions, along with
reacting with the appropriate reactions to each candidate’s response.
The rhythm matches perfectly with
the lyrics, which makes this song a
great learning video for people who
didn’t watch the debate, and it puts
a creative and comical spin on it.
I also love how all of the responses
were completely real. Everything that
each candidate said in the video, they
said on stage, which makes it amazing.” On the other hand, Angel Gomez
‘22 said, “In summation, the song, as
catchy as it is, is bogged down by the
video’s cringy attempts at humor. The
end product is something so mediocre
that not even Weird Al could save it.”
There are, of course, other youtube
channels that also convert media
into songs. Other youtube channels have also made song versions
of the debate. Other youtube channels have made remixes of Trump
memorizing five words. This remix
actually got more views than the Songify version. These other channels
might not use autotune as much as
Schmoyoho, so they are able to use
more footage from the news at the
cost of not having complex melodies.
There are also channels that take
Trump’s words and put them over
existing songs. These channels do
not really count as news in any form
as they aren’t giving people information. And finally, there are all the
Trump bing bong build a wall China
remixes, though all these do is emphasize the fact that Trump talks
about building a wall and China a
lot. Therefore, most song versions
of the news give true information,
but the information might not have
the context needed to understand
the information and be misleading.
In conclusion, although Songify
is a good way to get introduced to
what is happening in the news, it
is still important to check the original sources of their songs as well
as there might be some differences.
Since life and the election have been
troubling for most people recently,
just remember: “It has been and still
is a hard time, but tonight, we get it
like it’s 1999” (Schmoyoho, 2016).
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The Music Behind Tik Tok
Artists who have gained popularity through the app
By Max L. Forstein '23
The social media platform TikTok
has become a 2020 cultural phenomenon all throughout 2020. Many social media creators who got their start
on other platforms such as YouTube,
Instagram, or the no-longer-existing
Vine, agree that TikTok reigns supreme among the best social media
platforms in the world today. Some
of the top followed creators on Tik
Tok such as Addison Rae, Charli and
Dixie D’Amelio, and Bella Poarch,
have blossomed into some of the most
famous celebrities today. However,
the top followed accounts aren’t the
only ones feeding off TikTok’s surge
in popularity. Many musical artists
have had their careers launched by
TikTok. Mostly due to dances choreographed by creators, these previously
obscure artists have found themselves
propelled into the limelight, as their
song’s usage on TikTok corresponds
with plays on streaming services. Five
songs in particular have had some of
the most success on TikTok, making them some of the most recognizable songs of the past two years.
One of the first songs to go viral is
“Lottery” by K Camp, a rapper from
Atlanta. It didn’t gain much traction
at its initial release, April 1, 2019, but
as TikTok grew in popularity, the song
headed for its peak. A New York Times
article detailed how the song rose
to fame: the viral “Renegade” dance
was choreographed along to its beat.
The dance was created in September, 2019, by a 14-year-old girl named
Jalaiah Harmon. The dance was initially posted on a similar social media
platform, Funimate, but another user
brought the dance to TikTok, and
the #Renegade hashtag was born.

his portfolio with songs like “Lottery.”
Sticking with the hip-hop theme
on TikTok, “Lalala”, by American producer Y2K and Canadian rapper bbno$, also was one
of the first big trends on the app.
Released on June 7, 2019, “Lalala” is
a simple song that sparked a trend
with its intro, in which bbno$ asks
Y2K, “Did I really just forget that melody?” The song peaked on the Billboard Hot 100 at 55, after debuting
at 84. “Lalala” became the first song
that debuted on the Billboard Hot 100
after exclusively blowing up because
of TikTok, paving the way for many
future songs. After this success, the
two created a music video, which, as
of this article being written, has over
375 million views and 6 million likes.
Since the song rose to fame, both Y2K
and bbno$ have received more attention as artists in the music game.
Not only has Y2K collabed with other
artists such as Blackbear, The Kid
LAROI, and JoJo, after “Lalala,”but
bbno$ has released an album with
fellow rapper Yung Gravy and collaborating on songs with MAX and
Yung Bae. Both of these artists have
certainly received some success from
their smash hit, and it shouldn’t be
surprising if either of their names
return to the mainstream radio.

That hashtag, as this article is being
written, has over 2.2 billion videos
under it, and “Lottery” has been used
on the app over 30 million times.
The song is now certified gold in the
US, with a large scale music video
and remix featuring fellow Georgian rapper, Quavo to show for it.

The next song that’s popularity
came from TikTok is probably the
second-most popular song in mainstream media to come from the app.
“Roxanne” by Arizona Zervas is a
song with elements of hip-hop and
pop rooted within the beat and lyrics. Released on October 10, 2019,
“Roxanne” became an automatic hit
on the app, quickly receiving national
attention. It reached the charts in over
30 different countries, including #1
in New Zealand and #2 in Australia
and Singapore. In the US, it peaked
at #4 on the Billboard Hot 100, becoming the first song by an independent artist to top the Spotify charts.

Since the release of “Lottery”, K
Camp has also released another mixtape, “Kiss 5”, as well as contributed a
compilation album of his label, RARE
Sound. There is no doubt that K Camp
has gained off his song’s spike in popularity due to TikTok’s Renegade
Challenge, and will have more time
in the spotlight if he continues to fill

It is currently 3x platinum in the US,
and it has over 900 million streams on
Spotify alone. Zervas, a 25-year-old
singer/rapper from Providence, RI,
has also had success on TikTok for
his song “FML”, which was released
a year before “Roxanne”. Since his
songs started to gain popularity on
TikTok, he has released a remix to

“Roxanne”, with Swae Lee, a fellow
singer/rapper most notably known for
being half of Rae Sremmurd. Since
the success of “Roxanne”, Zervas has
released multiple singles, however
none as popular as his TikTok hit.
Considering how mainstream music is
evolving, do not be surprised if Zervas’
name re-enters the scene in the future.

been used for everything on TikTok-from dancing videos, to time-lapses of
art work, to pranks, to anything else--a
running display of “Say So - Doja Cat”
can be seen under any video imaginable on the platform. The song has
been used over 20 million times on
TikTok, so it has certainly become a
legendary sound to use on the app.

After “Roxanne” started to die down
in popularity on the social media
platform, from down under came the
next big hit, “Supalonely”, by singer
Benee and Gus Dapperton. The
song was released on December 6,
2019 in Australia and New Zealand,
but rose to fame in 2020 prior to its
American release on March 17th.

After the song’s immense success, Doja
Cat did a remix with fellow female rapper Nicki Minaj. Both the original and
the remix did incredibly well on the
charts. The original peaked at #2 on the
Billboard Top 100, however the remix
topped the original by getting to #1.

Its catchy chorus and bassline caught
the attention of dancing TikTok creators, as the song was easy to choreograph, leading to its success.
The song has charted in over 30 countries, which includes a peak of #39
on the Billboard Top 100. Benee, a
20-year-old singer/songwriter from
Auckland, New Zealand, received
most of the praise for the smash hit.
She became one of Apple Music’s
“Next-Up Artists.” Gus Dapperton,
a New York Indie artist who was
featured on “Supalonely”, also received some credit: his latest album
“Orca” has received serious traction
among the indie music community..
If Apple Music has already proclaimed
Benee as an artist to watch for the future, then it should be certain that this
will not be the last hit for Benee, and the
same could be said for Gus Dapperton.
So if “Supalonely” was 3rd and “Roxanne” was second most popular,
then what song could be first? If you
have ever been on TikTok for even
a small period of time, you know
how easy this question is to answer.
The #1 song and #1 sound used on
TikTok is “Say So” by Doja Cat.
Released on January 24, 2020, “Say
So” is a melodic hip-hop track with a
slight retro bassline and catchy hook.
Doja Cat, born and raised in Los Angeles, was already predicted to be the
next female hip-hop star in the hiphop scene, after her songs “Mooo!” and
“Juicy” gained traction in the genre’s
scene. However, no one expected her
to catch on this quickly. “Say So” has

Because of the success of “Say So,”
which has almost 600 million streams
on Spotify, Doja Cat’s later deluxe edition of her album, “Hot Pink,” which
had the TikTok phenomena as its
featured track, also garnered significant success. “’Like That,’ featuring
Gucci Mane, is an example of this,
receiving” over 185 million streams
on Spotify. Since, Doja Cat has
been all around the music industry.
She released a song in conjunction
with the DC movie “Birds of Prey
(And the Fantabulous Emancipation
of One Harley Quinn)”, she was featured on a remix of The Weeknd’s
smash hit “In Your Eyes,” and most
recently, she collaborated on a song
with Bebe Rexha called “Baby, I’m
Jealous”. It is clear that Doja Cat has
made a name for herself in the mainstream music scene, and she has established that she is here to stay.
TikTok has taken the world by storm.
Creators on the platform are now
some of the biggest household names.
However, these creators wouldn’t be
what they are if not for the music creators whose songs have blown up. It
started with everyone doing the Renegade Challenge to K Camp’s “Lottery”. Then it was people dancing to
“Lalala” from Y2K and bbno$. After
that, the world was singing about
“Roxanne” with Arizona Zervas.
Following that, everyone was
“Supalonely” with Benee and Gus
Dapperton. Finally, and still to this
day, we all are listening to the earworm
that is “Say So” by Doja Cat, who continues to break barriers in pop music.
It’s not just the creators who push TikTok along; it’s the musical artists, too.

